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To

Franklin D. Roosvelt
President of United States
White House, Washington DC

Sir,

Some recent work of F. Fermi and L. Szilard
which has been communicated to me in manu-
script, leads me to expect that the element ura-
nium may be turned into a new and important
source of energy, in the immediate future. Cer-
tain aspects of the situation which has arisen seern
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to call for watchfulness and if the necessary, quick
action on the part of the administration. | believe
therefore that It is my duty to bring to your atten-
tion the following facts and recomendation...

This new phenomenon would also lead to
the construction of bombs, and it is conceivable
- though muchless certain - that extremely pow-
erful bombs of a new type may thus be con-
structed. A single bomb of this type, carried by
boat and exploded in a part, might very well de-
stroy the whole part together with some of the
surrounding territory.

Yours very truly,
Albert Einstein
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