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Manufacturers & Exporters of all kinds of Fashion
Leather Products & General order Suppliers & Importers

Off - 16D, Topsia 2nd Lane
Muilaopara, Near Star Club

Ph. 3440150
Tle. Fax : 3440150

Calcutta- 700039 Pager No. : 9610- 606266
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*Assalao Alaikum! For me, it is a great privilege to be here amongst you in this wonderful
gathering As t understand, this includes people not only form the United Kingdom itseif, but
many Ahmadis who have come here from Germany, Switzerland, Holland and Scandinavia,
and | feel it is an immense privilege to be with you at this Convention because, for many
years | have been a warm admirer of the Ahmadi Community in Britain and have been
impressed by the contribution you have made to the society here, since the London Mosque
was built over 3/4 of a century ago. | have witnessed the growth and flourishing of the
Communify here and | congratulate you on the success of many members of your
Community and the increasing contribution that you all are making to our.nalional life here,
| am also a fitend of Pakistan, | have been equally aware of the role Ahmadis played in the
early years if ir}dependencg. with such dislinguished members as Sir Zafrullah Khan who
became .President of the UN General Assembly and Dr. Abdus Salam, Nobel Laureate in
Physics. But then Zuifikar Ali Bhutto played the Mullah card when he declared Ahmadis
non-Muslim and after him the dictator General Zia-ul-Haq promulgated the notoricus
Ordinance XX. We denounced that Ordinance at that time and we denounce il even now.
This Ordinance is now embogied in the penal code of Pakistan, denying the right of Ahmadis
to freedom of worship and laying the ground for persecution, discrimination and violence
against Ahmadi Community, and driving many of them into exile.

As you have heard your National President that in April 2000, we had an hour and a half long
meeling with General Musharraf. Myself and Tony Colman MP, as you know him well who 1s

Representative for Putney. General Musharraf listened carefully to what we said. We were.
encouraged when he attended the Human Rights programme that, perhaps, we were*
beginning to see the dismantling of the Laws against Ahmadis. But, unforlunately again, «
was the influence of Mullahs that prevailed and we see no chink of light in the distance as
General Musharraf continues 10 consolidate his power.

I really and sincerely hope that re-introduction of democracy in Pakistan will give a beller
hope for the Ahmadis in Pakistan; because, if you look back over the years, the extremisls
have never represented more than 8% of the population. | honestly believe that people of
Pakistan would like to return to the ideals of the Quaid-e-Azam. We need a new Pakislan, a
new interpretation of the ideals of Quaid-e-Azam today.

Your founder taught that the holy war was a spiritual baltle, to be fought with persuasion,
logic, patience and perseverance. He believed that Ahmadis would be victims of hostile
forces, but they were not to shed blood in the name of religion. And so it has turned oul, that
by peaceful means, the Ahmadiyyat has expanded rapidly into, | think, no less than 175
countries of which you see many representatives here today, with a world wide membership
exceeding 150 million.

I think, personally, the message of peace, love and compassion for the less fortunale is one
of universal appeal and this perhaps is the secret of your success. You rely on Islamic
wisdom, moralily and spirituality, as set out in the Holy Quran. You practice what you preach
in bringing medical and educational services to some of the poorest countries in the world.
The Ahmadis are a generous community, not just with their money but wilh the free gift of
their lime and experlise to people who are even less fortunate than themselves. It is
wonderful that even though Ahmadis are suffering unmerited persecution for their beliefs, the
charitable work the community does in other countries proceeds unabated, even when the
mullahs stir up trouble in those countries through their connections.

It is always a privilege to be wilh you, and even more so to be able to pay this tribule 1o the
strength of your faith and your commitment to the betterment of humankind, before this large
audience. | pay particular tribule to the Supreme Head, Hadral Mirza Tahir Ahmad whose
wise leadership has carried you through turbutent and difficult *:. res. And, his leadership will,
| believe, carry the Ahmadi Community, not just in Britain but throughout the world, to a great
future and that your Community will benefit the whole Human kind."
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