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One man's terrorist another man's freedom fi

Prominent Muslim
scholar part of
Islamic forum

BY KEVIN WERNER
STAFF WRITER

In the convoluted and shifting
global perspectives, the defini-
tion of terrorism, says a promi-
nent Muslim scholar, can mean
one persons terrorist is another
person’s freedom fighters.

“Self-defense is allowed in
Islam,” said Naseem Mahdi, the
natonal president and mission-
ary in charge of the Ahmadiyya
Community Canada, quoting
the Isiam holy book the Quran.
i The “WaronTerrorism,” said
Mr. Mahdi is being fought with-
out a proper definition of what
constitutes terrorism. Without a
definition, the war, he said, dur-
ing a Voice of Islam Colloquium
at McMaster University titled
“Holy Wars and Terrorism”, is
being waged “against Islam and
not against terrorism.”

“If there is no justice, there
will be no peace. We have to
look at the root causes of terror-
istn,” said Mr. Mahdi, referring
to the violence that has racked
such as places as Palestine,

TRIDAY, JanaaY—IET 500_2"

Chechnya, and Kashmiri
Mubarak Nazir, a columnist

for the Ottawa Citizen and a
prolific lecturer on Islamic
issues, attempted to dispel
stereotypical notions held by
North Americans about Islam
and the Muslim community last
week during the event, hosted
by McMaster's Ahmadiyya Mus-
iim Students Association and
attended by about 350 people.
Islam, he said, means peace
and it's a religion that prorotes

Jhome when a particularly prick-
fly point was raised during the
forum when Dr. George Sorger,
a professor at McMaster Univer-
'sity, questioned the reasoning
'behind Canada’s support for
lsanctions against Iraq, which
‘have contributed to the deaths
of civilians. A sizable portion of
the audience agreed it's time
sanctions were eliminated,
while other audience members
supported the continuation of
the policy. The moderator

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2002

er

‘America has experienced its
own Ydark side” of globalism
wita the Oklahoma City
bomoing, protests by people
against world financial
organizations such as in
Seattle and the violent
protests environmental
groups have conducted
against developers and log-
gers in British Columbia. But
he calls the terrorists who
hijacked the planes on Sept.

Sept 11 by supporting the
local Muslim community,
providing money and dona-
dons to repair the damage
done and participating in a
forurn on racism hosted by
CH 1o prove the community
would stand up to any racist
actions. '

Mr. McKenna acknowi-
edged before Sept. 11 his
news gperation and the
Muslim community didn't
have a close relationship, a
situation he attempted to
rectify.

Hamilton councillor Mar-
vin Caplan, who was attend-
ing the event, was more crit-
ical of the city’s past efforts
in dealing with its ethnic
population. Even though

pleaded with the audience’
and panelists to remain calm
during these “emotionally-
charged issues.”

The audience challenged
the four panelists with con-
troversial questions during
the over two-and-a-half
event, asking what is a jihad
and a terrorist; what is the
media’s role in providing an
objective view; and the con-
flict in the Middle East

Prof. Gary Madison. pro-
fessor of Philosophy at
McMaster University and
John McKenna, program
manager for CH News, who
also took part in the. panel
discussion, agreed with the
other panelists that the Sept.
11 attack was despicabke.

Mr. Madison, said texror-
ism is the most “virulent
form of globalism”. North

peace, tolerance and magna-
nimity. People who commit vio-
lence in the name of Istam or
any other religion, which has
been the case over the cen-
turies, “corrupts” the principles
of the religion.

“It's not the religion to
blame, but the people hiding
behind the religion is to blame,”
said Mr. Nazir.

He said “jihad”, a word that
has been talked about in North
America and has been
described as a “holy war’,
instead means “struggle”, which
can be used by Muslims in every
day life from getting an educa-
tion, fighting against racism and
if need be defending oneself.

“Jihad is a struggle, to fight
for survival,” said Mr. Nazir. "It
also means to tame the aggres-
sion in ourselves.”

The theme was hammered 1
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The wisdom of Islam
he voice of extreme Islam has spoken too loudly, and been
heard too widely in the world since Sept. 11. Fortunately, two
Canadian Muslms are setting the record straight with their quiet
but powerfid words of peace and reconciliation.
What Mubarak Nazir and Naseem Mahdi said at the University
of Waterloo this week needs a far greater audience than the 200
people they addressed. In clear and unequivocal terms, the two
scholars said that the terrorists who used Islam to justify their at-
tacks on the United States last fall had perverted the faith and dis-
graced the hundreds of millions of Muslims around ihe worid
who eschew violence. There was no mistaking their message.
They were ashamed of the terrorists. They rejected terrorism.
‘They condemned the killing of innocent civilians in a conflict and
said Islam strictly forbids suicide attacks. On top of this, they said
Islam has ton often been hijacked for political purposes,
t was important that these words were said, and it took

jcourage to say them, It is an unfortunate if undeniable truth that -

11 part of a “cult of death”
that makes a “mockery of
Islam.” .

He said all religions must
adapt and reinterpret their
beliefs in the face of chang-
ing global trends.

“They have to reintegrate .

their old conceptions with
new conceptions,” he said.
“Modemnism and globalism
are not threats.”

Mr. McKenna said
extremists and critcs of
North America have to
“channel” their anger imto
positive initiatives.

“Blaming (their problems)
all on the west is too easy.”

Locally  Mr. McKenna
said Hamilton residents
responded to the racist

attac!cs on Muslims and a
Hamilton Mountain mosque
isoon after the events on

former city councils had
established a committee on
racism, it wasn't enough for
the city and the public to
reach out to other divergent
groups in the wake ¢f the
Sept. 11 attack.

“We didn't do a good
enough job,” he said. “We're
the third highest receptor of
immigrants in Canada.
There is value in diversity.”

The Voice of Islam Collo-
quium was the third one
held across Canada this year.
The last scheduled forum is.
set for March 20 at the Uni-

versity of British Columbia

C

in Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Middle East and Africa, a militant,

great violence and upheaval

- fundamentalist brand of Islam has recently played a major role in
.Itis also true that Islam is a fabulous-

ly diverse religion with more than 1.2 billion followers worldwide.
The fundamentalist minority do not represent the majority.

North Americans need to understand this. Since the Sept. 11
atrocities, Muslims in Canada and the United States have reported
asmall but disturbing backlash against their religion. Authorities
in both countries rightly denounced this bigotry and reiterated a
point that should not require repeating: Muslims are an integral
part of this continent's multicultural family;

But more was needed in the conversatien between Muslims and

. non-Muslims and in fact was delivered by Nazir and Mahdi in Wa-

terloo. They urged Muslims to acknowledge the reality of a dan-
gerous fringe in the faith and to reject that group. And to non-Mus-

lims they offered the necess

ary reassurarnce that Islam, one of the

-great faiths in the world, is also a force for peace in the world.
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