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A Message from Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad
Head of the world-wide Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
For the Salam Memorial Conference

Convened by the International Centre
for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy
19-22 November, 1997

In the name of Allah, most Gracious, ever Merciful.

| take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the
Administrators of the International Centre for Theoretical
Physics, to the convenors of this Conference and to all the
delegates who took time and trouble to come to pay tribute to
the cherished memory of late Prof. Dr Abdus Salam.

| express my gratitude once again to the organising body of this
conference for providing me the singular satisfaction to be
associated with this conference held in the honour of a unique
man of genius whose extraordinary qualities of head and heart
were not confined to any specific narrow field Therein lay his
true greatness which made him stand head and shoulders
above his contemporary men of learning

| knew him right from my childhood but only in a way that a
child would know of stars There was nothing intimate and
personal to our relationship which began in earnest as late as in
1978 during my holiday visit to North America and Europe.
Kind as he always was to the family of the Founder of the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and also because his wife
Amatul Hafeez Begum was always held dear to the heart of my
late mother that he insisted for us to have a family dinner
together. While our families were busy chatting together in
another room Dr. Salam and | were closest together in another
room It was then for the first time that we developed a deep
personal, intellectual, spiritual and cordial relationship which
was to last till his death and left me mounting the departure of a
most charming person whose loveliness was not confined to
any narrow field of human inquiry or interest

During that meeting it was the first time that | discovered him in
the broadest perspective that he should have been discovered.
He knew religion, he understood the philosophy of cryptic
sufism, his knowledge of history was wide and profound
Theoretical physics was his subject, but that was not the only
subject for which he had masterly command His profound
knowledge of chemistry, biology and the universe of sub-
particles was amazing. His intimacy with subject of cosmology
was no less surprising. But when it came to the vastness of
nature and their oneness with the attributes of God it was there
that he out-shone other fields of his intellectual pursuits His
theory of Unified Field must have been rooted, | believe in his
intimate concept of Unity of God. He had a firm belief that
everything began with Him and will end up in Him. This belief
must have motivated him to scientifically prove the hypothesis
of Unified Field in some areas of fundamenta! forces at work in
Nature. Luring our discussions he revealed to me that he had
already advanced his research to demonstrate the Unity of two
other forces of nature. Had his life permitted, | am sure he
could have received another Nobel Prize being able to
theoretically prove the unification of two more fundamental
forces of Nature

This short tribute to the memory of his genius is not meant,
however, to enlarge upon in scientific achievements. | want to
share’with this august gathering today only a few glimpses of
Dr. Abdus Salam who did not hesitate to discuss immense
womplicities of his advanced scientific knowledge with an
uninitiated person as | was taking all the pain to make me
understand why the speed of light could not increase beyond
186000 miles per hour. Still | admire his patience with love and
his conditional acceptance of what | insisted. The question
was: If the properties of the medium which provides the
maximum facility for light to travel were fundamentally changed
to enhance the speed, could the speed for tight not transcend
the present limitation imposed on it. The answer was 4 reluctant
yet a genuine nod in affirmative. Among many questions |
raised to quench my thirst was regarding the incomprehensible
nature of heat radiation. it could also travel at the speed of
light. as though riding its wings, and it could alsc move so
stowly as to take ages to reach the other end of the room from
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the one where the fire is-lit while the light emitted from the
same source takes practically no time to fili the room.

This and many other intriguing questions were raised by me
and attempted to be answered by him in full earnest until at
last, as though in a confidential tone he confessed the one thing
in nature which so far, even the most advanced scientists have
failed to understand in the nature of heat radiation. It was
during that informal fascinating meeting that | came to learn of
the vastness of Dr. Abdus Salam. It was in his vastness that the
uniqueness of his genius lay. Ever since that meeting we were
never separated again. He continued to seek my interview to
help him resolve various problems which confronted him from
time-t6 time and | never failed to make best use of such
meetings to enhance my own knowledge

His philanthropist attitude was boundless. It had no outer-limits
nor was. it complimented from within. No religious, political,
ethnic or nationalistic boundaries were chartered on his purely
human heart. The institution of Theoretical Physics at Trieste
has always paid ‘and will always pay a lasting ovation to the
humanist in him - Abdus Salam.

Allah -bless his soul in the hereafter and bless the noble
objectives he pursued in the vastness of the material world he

has left behind. o P “J“’J'~f"
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We offer professional service in buying,
selling of properties for all your real Estate
requirement in Bangalore and Karnataka

Contact:-

CHOICE REAL ESTATE

327 Tipu Sultan palace Road
Fort Ban lore 56000286707555
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ISHA ER

Specialist in Leather Belts, Leather
Ladies and Gents Bag, Jackets, Wallets etc.
19 A Jawahar Lal Nehru Road Calcutta - 700081 Ph: 2457153.
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[Ali types of Leather jackets, Ladies bags, purse,hand gloves,
Organic Cotton (Garments & Baby Cloth)
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/OCEANIC EXIM

I
l
I 57, BRIGHT STREET,CALCUTTA 700019 (INDIA)
L PH: 2805209,2474015 FAX : 91 - 33 - 2479163
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