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Muanzuor Masih, a mun uccused In a
blusphemy case, wus gunned dowan In cold
bieod in bLroud daylight us he and his
compunians slso were returuing from w
court hearing in Lahore, The wmun was ac-
cused of stonding by, ulong with souther
person, while Salomat Masile allegedly
wrole soiething on the wall of 4 mosque
that  wus  dosulling o the  Prophet
Mulbammad (PBUIL). A cuse was insti-
tuted agninst the three under the bLlas-
phemy laws, Belure thelr critne could be
proved in any court Manzoor Masili has
slready succummbed o the wmurderer's
bullet. What the fute of the oller twe
would be remains to be seen. Hut if the
record iy unything to go by their chances
of surviving fur very long are not partic-
ulurly bright given the climate of ruge fed
by uninformed righteousness that these
who make such uccusations ure usually
nbie to create ngainat whomeser they wish
to pursecute. A murder of this kind Is by
oo means uaprecedented. More thun one
accused under Llasphiemy luws has Leen
hilled by those all oo ready to tuke the
law luta thelr own bands whcthier becunse
ol 1w mistaken Lediel that in so dolng they
serve the cause of Isiam or Lecuuse they
are confident thut they cun project this as

the motive while seftling personal scores.

The necused e such have been
kisown to be murdered in prisoo as well
while uwuiting trial. One uccused in the
present case is Salamnat Musili who is now
thirteen years old wnd was geanted biil by
the court lust yeur Ly reason of belng a
wminor, e too was u larget of the nurder-
ous atluck. Thiuk of a boy this uge having

to live will the feur of belng killed at any
thue for an offense that he suys he did not
cormit, In any cuse what possible motive
could he have?

But this brings us to the blusphemy
luw ilsell, Under Section 295-C PPC, one
¢l the sections under which the three were
churged, there Is no reference fo motive
which Is of cruchul slgnificance in criminad
law. To this extent it Is a departure {rom
other similur luws as well. For instunce
Section 295-A emphasises deliberute und
malicious Intent in the context of hurting
religious feelings. However, the issue s
brouder than this. There is litile doubt
that the law Iy Leing misused 1o seitle
pecsonal scores wnd In this regard the
minorilicy ns we Lave witaessed time nd
ugain ure particularly vuloerable. 3 ds
lime to muhe It ubsolutely cliur to ull
cancerned that nobody will be allowed to
ket wwuy with murder, regardiess of the
cover they seek to give this foul wel. In the
present cuse Whose actually involved in the
uttuck ws well us others whoe instipated
them bave been tdenufied Ly one of the
Ijured. The admbulstration must Lring to
Lear the full force of the bow upainst then.
Meunwhile the reported proposal to
amend the blusphemy fuw, making a fulse
allcgution  punishabic by (en yuirs
bmprisonment, must he pushed threugh
without further delay, Laws ostensilly
meant to ensure respect for our religion
have been abused with unbandon for
purposes that run entirely contrury to
Isluin’s humane core und ils spicit of

tolerunce, This should not be allowed to
Lo on.
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