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Mullahs lie in
wait to kill
jailed convert

Jennifer Griffin
Pashawar, Pakistan

FOR.THE past month: Daulat
Khan has been bounced berween
fetid jail cells in Pokistan's North-

- | west Frontier Province, He has

been abandoned by his wife and

| six small children and disowned

by the rest of his family. Villuge
mullahs have issued fatwm calling
for his death.

Khan's crimé i5 to haw. con-
verted to the Ahmadis, an Islamic

| sect whose members are perse-
| cuted in a Pakistan dominated by

Sunni Muslims because they be-
lieve that the Messiah has already

.| come. The crime of the men who
| cume to apply for Khan two be
released on bail last month was
'} simply to be his friends: a chunt-

ing crowd beat onc to death, then
gouged ourt his eyes with broken
glass, and stoned another until he
was near death,

- Today there is o be another
application for bail, and more
violence is feared, Khan, 36, will

‘| wait for news in a cramped cell at

Peshawar central - jail, packed
with heroin addicts, drug dealers

“and murderers, where ‘every day
.| he rises before dawn for the firse

of five daily prayers. -

‘I do'not went to impose my
beliefs on others, I simply want'to
practise my own religion,’ sdid
Khan, a telephone company ac-

| counts eletk, ‘They issued the-
| farwa  over loudspenkers snd

colled me 2 kaffir [non-believer],

Even my own fnmlly m:.mbr:rs'

refused to talk to me. |
- Pakistan atracted wot!dundc
artention over the case of Chris-

tion Salamat Masih, ag illiterate

14-year-old accused of writing

1 blasphemous ' slogans, :who c¢s-

caped the death penalty only
when he was acquitted on appeal.
But Christians form a small pro-
portion of those held under the
sharia blasphemy laws; many of
the accused are Abmadis,

In 1984 it became an offence,
punishable by up to 13 yecars in

| prison; for Ahmadis to call them--

selves Muslims and to do any-
thing ‘to injure the feelings of o
Muslim', Last year 2,432 Ah-
madis were charged with these
offences; six cases were upgraded
to blasphemy, which camies a
mandatory death sentence, .

“They declared us as:a cancer.

They wanted to annihilate us,’
snid Abdu! Basit, an Abmadi Jaw-
yer in Peshawar, ‘Any Ahmadi
can be charged at any time, Any
person can go te the police
station and say, “This Ahmadi is
injuring my feefings. Arcest him™,
and he will be errested.’.

Qn 9 Apnl, four days after

| Khan's arrest, three - Ahmadis
" | eame to the court in Shabgadur,

12 miles north-east of Peshnwar.

to deliver o bail application. The
three included Khan's friend and
mentor, Dr Rashid Ahmad,
Ahmad's son-in-law, Riaz
Ahmad, and o young Ahmadi
lawyer, Bashir Ahmad Khalil.
Several sources confinm that
for several wecks the mullahs had
been preaching apainst Khan'y
conversion, declaring him not fit
to live and suggesting his house
be burnt, In Khan's village and in
nearby Shabygadar, the mullahs
put up posters that read: ‘Daulat
Khan is an infidel. We have
issued a decree. against him, He
must be killed’, A lorry with a .
loudspeaker was driven through-

- the town's bazaags broadceasting a

campaign against Khan.,

Khan was frightened, "When a
mullah arises and says this person
should be stoned to death, then
the people doa it,” he said.

When news spread that the bail.
application was w be filed, 35
residents of Khan's village ar-
rived at the eourts 1o protest at
Khan's release unless he prom-
ised o convert back to Islam.
Across the street shoppers from
the bazaar heard what was hap-
pening and  several © thousand
peaple armed with rocks and

“gticks pathered near the courr,

The young Ahmadi lawyer,
Khalil, says he saw the crowd

‘engulf Dr Ahmad. They threw |

stones and beat him, leaving him
for dead. His son-in-law ran for
coverinside the court. The crowd
began chanting ‘Allahu Akbar’ —
God is Great' and *Mohammad is
the last Prophet”. .

Khalil tried to hide the fact he

"had’ amrived - at the court with -

Ahmad. ‘I thought it was impoy-
sible to save him,’ he said. ‘I
turned toward the gate _very
slowly and walked away.’ He is
now in hiding and says he wants
asylum abroad,

Eventually the crowd stomu.d
the room inside the court where
Risz Ahmad was hiding. They
used the broken glass and wood
from the window panes to beat
him to death. They gouged our
his eyes, tied a rope around his
feer and dragged him from the
coutt - and photographs of the
dead mon bear out this account.
Across the road, Khalil says, a
truck full or ammed police were
standing, doingnothing, - .

Once the crowd had left, the
police crossed the road and found
Rashid Ahmad.was still alive, He
says he had to bribe them 10,000
rupees (£190) 1o take himwoa - - -
Peshawar  hospital, where. they
handcuffed his legs to his bed.
Now he, too, isin hiding. .
" The government remains silent
about the m.tnck and a iudicini
inquiry continues, No sccurity
precautions have been wmken tn
prevent violence todav.
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FOR ALL YOUR
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NEEDS PHONE:
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MARMALADE - YOGHURT - KONFITURE: -

FILLER

FULLY AUTOMATIC FILLING AND SEAMING
HAMBA 2400 TUMBLE FILLER
- OUTPUT: 2,400 TUMBLFR PER HOUR
VOLUME: 55mm/75mm ALSO 95 mm
. REQUIREMENT: 3 kw - WEIGHT: 600 kg -
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
2nd HAND MAC
- BONGARTSTR. 42/1, 71131 JETTINGEN, GERMANY T

TELEPHONE AND FAX NO. 07452/78184
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N B % 'SATELLITES  { '«
| Aaffnnxnam OFFICIAL SKY AGENTS SU

VIEW THE SERMON EVERY DAY ON EUTELSAT - SATELLITE SYSTEM AVAILABLE
FOR ALL SATELLITES IN THE WORLD,
- VIEWING CARDS IN STOCK. INSTALLATION AVAILABLE.
MAIL ORDER & INTERNATIONAL EXPORT SERVICE AVAILABLE
WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS. CALL FOR COMPETTTIVE PRICES, ASK US FOR MORE
: DETAILS.

S.M SATELLITE SERVICES

15 BRIDGE END, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, GU15 2QX, ENGLAND
TELEPHONE 0276 20916 FAX 0276 678740

RECEIVERS, DECODERS, DISHES, SMART CARDS

Mo B SIS G

" SUPPLIERS OF FROZEN AND FRIED MEAT SAMOSAS, VEGETABLE SAMOSAS,
77 CHICKEN SAMOSAS & LAMB BURGERS. - PARTIES CATERED FOR
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DISTRIBUTORS OF COMPUTER PARTS AND
|  SPARES .
DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC

- 4A RANELAGH ROAD, SOUTHALL,
MIDDLESEX, UB! IDO
TELEPHONE 081 571. 08599933
MOBILE 0831 093 20
FAX 081 571 9933
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M.A. AMINI TEXTILES

- SPECIALISTS IN: FABRIC PRINTING, PRINTED 90" COTTON &
CRIMPLENE, QUILT & BED SETTEE COVERS, PRAYER MATS,
BEDDINGS ETC, EIC.

PROVIDENCE MILL, 108 HARRIS STREET, BRADFQRD BD1 5/A
TEL: 0274 391 832 MOBILE; 0836 799 469

81/83 ROUNDHAY ROAD LEEDS, LS8 5AQ
TEL: 0532 481 888 - FAX NO. 0274 720 214 -
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Hazrat Chaudhry Zafrulla Khan

Anwar Ahmad Kahlon,
a former National President and Ameer of the U.K.
has written a book entitled

‘Zafrulla Khan - My Mentor’ g

‘ g The book is now available from all Mission Houses at £1- 50
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AHMADIVYALT 23th June 1995 - 6th July 1995 ,
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